BEDE S LETTEE TO ECGBEKT*        65

steward over the house of God, knowing that for
this they shall receive a good reward,, if they do
it with a pure intention and for the love of God,
as, on the other hand,, they will sin if they
neglect it."

We hear a good deal in our early history of
kings and great men renouncing the world and
entering the cloister. Bede shows us the darker
side of this practice. Ever since king Aldfrith
died, he says, some thirty years before, there has
not been one chief minister of state who has not
provided himself while in office with a so-called
monastery of this false kind, and his wife with
another. The layman then is tonsured, and be-
comes not a monk but an abbat, knowing nothing
of the monastic rule. And the bishops, who ought
to restrain them by regular discipline, or else expel
them from Holy Church, are eager to confirm the
unrighteous decrees for the sake of the fees they
receive for their signatures. Against this poison
of covetousness Bede inveighs bitterly; and then
he declares that if he were to treat in like manner
of drunkenness, gluttony, sensuality, and like evils,
.his letter would extend to an immense length.

It may be well to mention here another religious
practice which had two sides to it, the practice of
going on pilgrimage. Anglo-Saxon men and
women had a passion for visiting the tombs of the
two princes of the Apostles, Peter, whose connexion
with Rome is so shadowy up to the time of his
death there, and Paul, their own Apostle, the
teacher of the Gentiles, whose connexion with
Home is so solid a fact in the New Testament and
in Church history. Bede tells us that in his times